

WITHDRAWN 2/8/11


Introduced by Council Member Corrigan: 

RESOLUTION 2011-102-W
A RESOLUTION URGING THE GOVERNOR AND FLORIDA LEGISLATURE TO PROVIDE FUNDING IN THE FY11-12 BUDGET TO AVOID CLOSING ANY OF FLORIDA’S STATE PARKS; DIRECTING THE COUNCIL LEGISLATIVE SERVICES DIVISION TO PROVIDE COPIES OF THIS RESOLUTION TO THE DUVAL COUNTY LEGISLATIVE DELEGATION AND TO THE GOVERNOR’S OFFICE; REQUESTING EMERGENCY PASSAGE; PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE.


WHEREAS, Florida is blessed with abundant and beautiful natural resources, many of which are preserved and made available to the general public for their enjoyment by being incorporated into the many state parks; and


WHEREAS, these state parks protect our state’s natural and cultural heritage and provide millions of Florida residents and hundreds of thousands of national and international visitors each year with unforgettable experiences and the opportunity to personally enjoy the wonders of nature; and


WHEREAS, although government budgets at all levels are strained by the on-going fiscal impacts of the recent recession, the needs of our citizens for affordable recreation opportunities and for relaxation and the refreshment of their spirits in these difficult economic times make it all the more important that the invaluable resources of our state parks be maintained for everyone’s use and enjoyment; and 


WHEREAS, Florida’s state parks are an economic engine, employing thousands of workers directly and providing important economic benefits to the communities where they are located and to the state economy in general by attracting tourism; and


WHEREAS, when difficult funding decisions must be made, it is imperative to remember both the tangible and intangible benefits provided by the Florida state park system and to avoid short-term thinking and short-sighted decisions that the state may well regret later when irreplaceable resources are lost forever; now therefore


BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the City of Jacksonville:


Section 1.

Council Support. 
The City of Jacksonville hereby urges the Governor and Florida Legislature to provide funding in the FY11-12 budget sufficient to avoid the closure of any of Florida’s invaluable state parks.

Section 2.

Direction to Circulate. The City Council Legislative Services is hereby directed to provide copies of this resolution to the members of the Duval County Legislative Delegation and to the Office of the Governor.

Section 3.

Requesting Emergency Passage Pursuant to Council Rule 4.901 – Emergency. The sponsor is requesting emergency passage of this legislation.  The nature of the emergency is that the Legislature is currently at work on the state budget and the City’s sentiment needs to be communicated to our state leaders as quickly as possible to help shape the budget debate.
Section 4. Effective Date.  This Resolution shall become effective upon signature by the Mayor or upon becoming effective without the Mayor's signature.

Form Approved:

     /s/  Margaret M. Sidman     _ 
Office of General Counsel

Legislation Prepared By:
Jeff Clements, City Council Research
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